Reversibility of Female Sterilization
This book consists of the papers presented at a symposium held in Belgium in mid-1977 together with the discussions that they stimulated. In common with most other publications making use of this type of preparation the book suffers from some lack of continuity. None the less, the increasing demand for reversal of sterilization places the subject at the forefront of current gynaecological discussion and this book makes a significant contribution by placing on record the opinions of several of the leading experts in the field. It is characteristic of a relatively young area of interest that these opinions may differ quite widely and that some of the thoughts and impressions are rather nebulous and lacking in hard evidence.
The papers deal with some aspects of tubal physiology before discussing the technical aspects of reversal operations; there follows a general description of most of the currently available methods of sterilization together with details of the potential reversibility of some of these. The book ends with sections on the 'demand for reversal', which includes some interesting discussion of the situation in other parts of the world, and 'future research', though the latter is regrettably short and inconclusive. The layout sometimes makes the tables difficult to separate from the text, which itself suffers from inadequate proof-reading, but perhaps improved presentation would have delayed publication in a field where rapid advances might be around the corner.
Overall, this book will undoubtedly be of interest to gynaecologists who are attempting reversal operations but one is left with the feeling that there is still scope for a more coherent presentation of the current situation.
TREVOR P DUTT

Lecturer/Honororary Senior Registrar Charing Cross Hospital Medical School
Journal ofEthnopharmacology, vol 1 No.1 L Rivier & J G Bruhn (ed) pp 102 annual subscription (4 issues) SFr 150 Lausanne: Elsevier Sequoia 1979 In their opening editorial, the editors of this new journal define ethnopharmacology as a 'multidisciplinary area of research, concerned with the observation, description, and experimental investigation of indigenous drugs and their biological activities'. Ethnopharmacological research is therefore based on botany, chemistry and pharmacology, but many other disciplines (e.g. anthropology, archaeology, history, linguistics) also contribute to the search for new natural products with biological activity. Hence the need of an interdisciplinary approach to the subject.
The contents of this first issue are in keeping with these editorial aims. Thus, there is an interdisciplinary appraisal of jaborandi which is used by South American Indians and from which pilocarpine is derived. There is a comprehensive review of hallucinogenic plants found in Mexico and a discussion of no less than 128 local plants described by early settlers and missionaries in Nova Scotia and used by the Indians for a variety of medical problems. Further papers are concerned with blood levels of cocaine in coca chewers, and the medicinal and toxic uses of certain varieties of plant in the Amazon and in Africa.
The journal is well produced and the subject one of fundamental importance, which perhaps has been somewhat overlooked in the past. The vegetable origins of some of our most important and longest-established drugs are sometimes forgotten; for instance, morphia, digitalis, reserpine, quinine, many antibiotics and even corticosteroids. It would be surprising indeed if further potent therapeutic agents were not awaiting discovery in the plant world.
This journal should go a long way to stimulating research in this important area.
DAVID WHEATLEY
Head of the General Practitioner Research Group
Respiratory Pharmacology and Therapeutics I Ziment pp 529 £20.75 Eastbourne: Saunders 1978 It is difficult to say what place, if any, there is for this book on the British market. It was initially written for inhalation therapists and has been expanded in an attempt to cover a wider audience.
It is certainly not a textbook of pharmacology in the commonly-understood sense of that term, but more a textbook on the pharmaceutical aspects of respiratory therapeutics with a very heavy emphasis on inhalational treatments. It is a wellproduced book of limited value.
MARTIN W MCNICOL
Consultant Chest Physician Central Middlesex Hospital
A Colour Atlas of Liver Diseases S Sherlock & J A Summerfield pp 272 £18 London: Wolfe Medical 1979
The larger format now favoured by Wolfe Medical Publications facilitates a more structured approach. Thus this superbly reproduced selection of photographs, microphotographs and X-rays will serve as a companion to standard textbooks for those preparing for examinations. However, to a much larger audience it will prove a unique survey of visual hepatology including many rarities.
VICTOR BLOOM
Editor
